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Surveillance of operations by a foreign operator  

 
1. Introduction:  
 
1.1 Under Article 16 of the Convention on International Civil Aviation, 

States are entitled to search aircraft from other States on landing and 
departure and to inspect the certificates and other documents 
prescribed by the Convention and its Annexes, provided there is no 
unreasonable delay to the operation.   

 
1.2 Further, paragraph 4.2.2.2 of ICAO Annex 6 (Operation of Aircraft, 

Part I — International Commercial Air Transport — Aeroplanes) 
also requires that States shall establish a programme with procedures 
for the surveillance of operations in their territory by a foreign 
operator and for taking appropriate action when necessary to preserve 
safety. 

 
1.3 Accordingly, it has been decided that the designated airlines of 

foreign countries who have been issued the operating authorization/ 
permit by DGCA shall be subjected to surveillance by inspectors of 
DGCA in accordance with the procedures set out in this AIC. 

 
1.4 This AIC is issued under rule 133A of the Aircraft Rules, 1937. 
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2. Procedure for Inspection: 
 
2.1 The surveillance of foreign airlines shall be limited only to ramp 

inspection including documentation reviews. 
 
2.2 An annual programme for the surveillance shall be drawn by DGCA 

in advance. However, in certain situations, unannounced inspections 
may also be carried out. 

 
2.3 The ramp inspection shall be carried out by a team comprising of 

trained inspectors holding appropriate credentials issued by DGCA.  
 

2.4 While performing a ramp inspection, the various elements of the 
inspection — the visual inspection of the aircraft exterior, the 
inspection in the flight deck and the inspection of the passenger cabin 
and/or cargo compartments — may be divided among the inspectors. 

 
2.5 Before the commencement of the inspection, the Inspectors shall 

identify themselves to the pilot-in-command or, in his absence, to a 
member of the flight crew or to the most senior representative of the 
operator prior to commencing the onboard part of their ramp 
inspection. When it is not possible to inform any representative of the 
operator or when there is no such representative present in or near the 
aircraft, the general principle will be not to perform a ramp 
inspection. In special circumstances, if it is decided to perform a 
ramp inspection, it shall be limited to a visual check of the aircraft 
exterior only. 

 
2.6 The inspection shall be as comprehensive as possible within the time 

and resources available. In case of availability of only limited amount 
of time, the number of inspection items shall be reduced. The 
checklist to be used for carrying out the ramp inspection is given at 
Appendix ‘A’. 

 
2.7 The general principle shall be that the ramp inspection shall not cause 

an unreasonable delay in the departure of the inspected aircraft. 
Possible causes for delay may be, but are not limited to, doubts 
regarding the correctness of the flight preparation, the airworthiness 
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of the aircraft or any matters directly related to the safety of the 
aircraft and its occupants. 

 
3. Post Inspection Actions: 
 
3.1 The checklist used for the inspection shall be completed and a copy 

handed over to the pilot-in-command, or in his absence, to a member 
of the flight crew or to the most senior representative of the operator 
present in or near the aircraft upon completion of the inspection. A 
signed acknowledgment of receipt of the proof of inspection shall be 
requested from the recipient and be retained by the inspector. Refusal 
by the recipient to sign shall be recorded in the document.  

 
3.2 In case of disagreements concerning inspection findings, the 

deficiencies shall be communicated to the foreign airlines’ regulatory 
authority. Serious safety deficiencies would require DGCA to initiate 
a dialogue with the regulatory authority of the State of the Operator 
including the operator. Failure to take positive action to rectify the 
deficiencies may result in cancellation/ revocation of foreign airlines 
authorization. 

 
- - -
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 Government of India 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
Opp. Safdarjung Airport, New Delhi, India - 110017 

SURVEILLANCE OF OPERATIONS BY A FOREIGN 
OPERATOR 

CHECKLIST 
Date: Time: Place: 

Operator: State: AOC No: 

Route from: Flight No: Route to: Flight No: 

Flight Type: Aircraft Type: Aircraft Model: 

 Registration No: Construction No: 

Acknowledgement of Receipt (*) Flight Crew State of licensing: 

 
Name:…………………………… 
 
Function:………………………… 
 

Signature:………………….. 

 
Check Remark 

A Flight Deck 
1 General condition   
2 Emergency exit   
3 Equipment   
 Documentation 
4 Manuals   
5 Checklists   
6 Radio navigation charts   
7 Minimum equipment list   
8 Certificate of registration   
9 Noise certificate (where applicable)   
10 AOC or equivalent   
11 Radio licence   
12 Certificate of Airworthiness (C of A)   

  
Flight Data 

13 Flight preparation   
14 Weight and balance sheet   

  
Safety equipment 

15 Hand fire extinguishers   
16 Life jackets/ flotation devices   
17 Harness   
18 Oxygen equipment   
19 Flash light   
 Flight Crew   
20 Flight crew licence   

 

 

Check Remark 
 Journey log book/ Technical log or 

equivalent 
21 Journey log book or equivalent   
22 Maintenance release   
23 Defect notification and rectification 

(incl. Tech Log) 
  

24 Pre-flight Inspection   
 

B Safety/Cabin 
1 General internal condition   
2 Cabin attendants station and crew 

rest area 
  

3 First aid kit/ emergency medical kit   
4 Hand fire extinguishers   
5 Life jackets/ flotation devices   
6 Seat belt and seat condition   
7 Emergency exit, lighting and 

marking, Torches 
  

8 Slides/ Life-Rafts (as required), 
ELT 

  

9 Oxygen Supply (Cabin crew and 
passengers 

  

10 Safety instructions   
11 Cabin crew members   
12 Access to emergency exits   
13 Safety or passenger baggage   
14 Seat Capacity   
    
     

Check Remark 
C Aircraft condition 
1 General external condition   
2 Doors and hatches   
3 Flight controls   
4 Wheels, tyres and brakes   
5 Undercarriage, skids/ floats   
6 Wheel well   
7 Powerplant and pylon   
8 Fan blades   
9 Propellers, rotors (main/ tail)   
10 Obvious repairs   
11 Obvious unrepaired damage   
12 Leakage   

 
D Cargo  
1 General condition of cargo 

compartment 
  

2 Dangerous goods   
3 Safety of cargo on board   

 
E General   
1 General   
    
    
    
     

Action taken 
 Aircraft grounded by inspecting DGCA 

inspector 

 Corrective actions before flight 

 Restrictions on the aircraft operation  

 Information to the operator and authority 

 Information to the Captain  

 No remarks 

 
Inspector(s) signature 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Item                    Remarks 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

 
(*) Signature by any member of the crew or other representative of the inspected operator does in no way imply acceptance of the listed findings but simply a confirmation that the aircraft 
has been inspected on the date and at the place indicated on this document. 
This report represents an indication of what was found on this occasion and must not be construed as a determination that the aircraft is fit for the intended flight. 

 


